
Calendar Connections 
September~ Rain Forest  

 

Target Level: grades 3 -6 

 
The facts are created at a more advanced level but can easily be 

used for the entire homeschool family!  Young children will soak up 

the information their older siblings are taught while all together.  

 

Although the cards were created for September,  

they can be used for any month of the year!  

 

Rain Forest Books 
Click on the book image to see it on Amazon.  

 

© www.1plus1plus1equals1.com   

http://www.1plus1plus1equals1.com/CalendarConnections.html
http://www.1plus1plus1equals1.com/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0789478536/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=phfi4hi-20&linkCode=as2&camp=217145&creative=399369&creativeASIN=0789478536
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1416938664/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=phfi4hi-20&linkCode=as2&camp=217145&creative=399369&creativeASIN=1416938664
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0976882361/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=phfi4hi-20&linkCode=as2&camp=217145&creative=399369&creativeASIN=0976882361
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1585363170/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=phfi4hi-20&linkCode=as2&camp=217145&creative=399369&creativeASIN=1585363170
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0439193834/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=phfi4hi-20&linkCode=as2&camp=217145&creative=399373&creativeASIN=0439193834


Calendar Connections 

Helpful Items  
~these are the exact  products we use~  

 

cardstock laminating film laminator 
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Oriental Trading carries the exact 

calendar I used to create these cards, 

it is item # IN -62/2017.  Many times it is 

out of stock, so just check to see if they 

are carrying it by searching for the item 

#.  Use my link to get free shipping with 

a $49 purchase!  
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Rain Forest 
 

A rain  forest, or jungle, is an area of 

dense growth of trees and plants 

that receives an average of 160 

inches of rain a year.  Rain forests 

only cover 7% of the earths surface 

yet over half of the worldõs wildlife 

lives there!  The largest rain forest is 

the Amazon jungle located in 

South America.   

 

Can you find it on a map?  

Where  in the world?  
 

Rain forests are located on either 

side of the equator.  The weather 

conditions along the equator, 

warm and humid, make it ideal for 

flourishing forests to grow.  The soil 

in a rain forest is very shallow, only 

4 inches deep.  Yet, some of the 

tallest trees are found within it ! 
 

Can you find the equator on a globe?  
Take a ruler and measure four inches.  

Not very deep is it?  

Levels 
 

A rain forest  is comprised of 

four levels: the emergent 

layer, the canopy, the 

understory, and the forest 

floor.  Each level is home to 

specific animals.  This month 

we will talk about each level 

and the animals that live 

within each layer.  

Emergent  Layer  
 

Emergent means òrising into 

noticeó according to the Webster 

dictionary.  This is very appropriate 

as this layer is the uppermost layer 

of the rain forest ð trees rising 

above all the rest of the jungle.  

Some emergent trees can be as 

tall as 200 ft.  No one knows very 

much of this layer. With the trees 

being so high they are difficult to 

study.  

How do they grow  

so tall?  
 

Do you remember how deep the soil is 
in a rain forest?  (4 inches)  So how do 
the trees stand so tall?  It is due to their 

huge roots, called buttress roots.  They 
fan out along the surface of the forest 

floor, making a steady base and 
drawing up water and nutrients from 

the top, most fertile, layer of soil.   

Some of these giants are up to 1,400 
years old!  

Up in the air ! 
 

Animals that  live in the emergent 

layer of the rain forest must have 

an extraordinary sense of balance 

as well as a significant tolerance 

for heights!  Many of these animals 

are small and light given that the 

treetop branches are thin.  Any 

animal that lives in this level must 

also endure a lot of rain and 

storms.   We will look at four 

specific animals that call the 

emergent layer home.  
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The canopy 
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Who Lives Here?  
What is the first animal that comes to 

mind when you think of a rain forest?  
If you thought monkey, you would be 

correct!  There are several species 
that live in the emergent layer 

including the marmoset and colobus 
monkey.  The colobus monkey can 

perform magnificent leaps from tree 
to tree.  It uses itõs feathery tail to steer 
its jumps as well as to slow down in the 

air.  It will also dive fearlessly down 30 
feet to a lower tree!  Thatõs like you 

jumping out of a second story 
window!   

Moving  Rainbows  
 

Birds are the second animal that 
come to mind when thinking of the 

rain forest.  One fifth of all the birds in 
the world are found in the rain forest.  

There are several different species of 
birds living in the emergent layer, from 
colorful macaws and noisy parakeets, 
to beautiful eagles and odd looking 

vultures.   Macaws have an incredibly  

powerful beak.  Biting into a nut is as 
easy to them as biting into a banana.   

Watch  Out Below!  
One of the worldõs largest eagles lives 

in the rain forest, the Philippine eagle.  
This bird can grow to be 3 ft tall and 

weigh as much as 17 lb.  It has broad 
rounded wings that help it to swoop 

down among the branches of the 
trees and snatch unsuspecting 

monkeys!  As indicated by itõs name it 
lives in the Philippines and is itõs 

national bird.  

Find a yard stick and hold it 
perpendicular to the floor.  Thatõs the 
height of a Philippine eagle.  Would 

you want to meet up with one?  

Do you know me?  
 

A Colugo is a tree -dwelling  mammal 

that weighs 2 -4 lbs and measures 14 -
16 in. in length. These animals are 

clumsy climbers as they lack 
opposable thumbs.  So how can they 

live in the emergent layer?  Because 
they are incredible gliders!  They have 

large flaps of skin on their sides that 
form òskin wingsó.  A Colugo can glide 

230 feet with minimal loss of height!  

 
Can you measure out 230 feet?   

How far can you jump?  

Canopy  Layer  
 

This layer plays host to the greatest 
number of trees, making it the most 
popular place to live.  Trees found 

within this layer are between 100 -130 
feet tall.  As itõs name suggests, the 

trees in this layer form a thick covering 
over the remaining layers, preventing 

much sunlight from reaching the 
bottom.   Canopy leaves can reach 

lengths of 13 feet causing them to 
behave like huge umbrellaõs which 

prevents most of the rain from 
reaching the forest below.   

Epi-what?  
 

Within  the canopy layer you will 

find gardens!  The branches host 

plants called epiphytes ( ep -uh -

fahyt ).  These plants attach 

themselves onto the bark of 

canopy trees.  The roots are only 

for gripping.  These plants either 

absorb water from the air or 

collect rain like a bucket.  The most 

popular epiphyte in a rain forest is 

called a bromeliad ( broh -mee -lee -

ad).   

© www.1plus1plus1equals1.com   

http://www.1plus1plus1equals1.com/


13 14 15 

16 17 18 

© www.1plus1plus1equals1.com   

The understory 

http://www.1plus1plus1equals1.com/


13 14 15 

16 17 18 

Slithering  Things! 
 

One of the most popular creatures in 
the canopy is snakes!  A green tree 

python has excellent camouflage as it 
drapes itself along a branch during 

the day.  At night it becomes a quiet 
hunter sneaking up on unsuspecting 
prey such as sleeping monkeyõs and 

rodents.  Like other pythons it is a 
constrictor, meaning it wraps its body 

around its prey and squeezes it to 
death.  

 

More  Monkey -ing   

Around ! 
 

Squirrel monkeyõs are fun-loving, 

mischievous creatures that live in 

troops (the name of a monkey 

group) as small as 30 but as great 

as 500!  Squirrel monkeyõs grow to 

be 25 -35 cm tall but have a tail 35 -

42 cm long.  Unlike other monkeyõs 

their tails are not used for climbing.  

It is more of a balancing tool to 

help them navigate through the 

canopy quickly.  

Acrobats!  
 

Another  monkey found in the canopy 
layer is the Gibbon.  They really know 

how to swing!  They use their extra 
long arms to swing through the 

canopy and can reach speeds of 35 
mph!  Gibbons also have trichromatic 

(color) vision, unlike some other 
monkeyõs that have dichromatic 

vision - only two colors.  Gibbons can 

also turn their heads and look behind 
them.   

Can you turn just your head to look 
behind you?  

Once  upon a tail!  
 

Spider monkeyõs have what are called 

prehensile tails.  These tails act as a 
fifth limb helping then to navigate the 
canopy and pick up things.  This type 
of tail comes in handy as its hooked -

shaped hands have little to anything 
resembling a thumb.  They are called 
Spider monkeyõs because they look 
like a spider when suspended from 
their tail.  Spider monkeyõs generally 

eat fruits and nuts.  It is the lead 
females job to determine where to 

forage for food.  

So Sweet!  
 

This adorable little creature measures 

1 ft from nose to tail.  It, too, has a 
prehensile tail it uses to hang from tree 

branches.  Sugar gliders love to eat 
the sugary sap of eucalyptus trees.  

These creatures glide from tree to tree 
using òskin wingsó, flaps of skin that 

extend from the fifth finger to the first 
toe.  When the legs are stretched out 

it can glide distances of 165 ð 350 
feet!  It controls its gliding by changing 
the curvature of the skin or moving itõs 

legs or tail.  

The Understory  
 

This layer is made up  of leafy 

bushes and smaller trees.  It is 

very dark as only 5% of 

sunlight reaches through to 

this layer.  It is also hot and 

steamy as the moisture canõt 

escape through the thick 

foliage.  Many interesting and 

beautiful animals live in this 

part of the rain forest.   
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